Grace-Based Parenting I

I. “About a Boy”

“I’m urging you to raise your children the way God raises His.  The primary word that defines how God deals with His children is grace” 





Kimmel

II. Grace


1. How we view God determines how we parent

“If we have a flawed theology of God’s attitude toward us, it can automatically create a chain reaction of flawed decisions in how we raise our children.  It can also set up our children to miss the joy of God, the heart of God and the power of God in their personal lives.  This is a recipe for the child to rebel and reject a parent’s primary belief system” Kimmel


2. Desire to create adults who reflect His heart

3. Listen to God’s voice in parenting

4. Our children have 3 primary needs:

A need for security = love

A need for significance = purpose

A need for strength = hope
5. A Secure love is found only in God
Love = “the commitment of my will to your needs and best interests, regardless of the cost”  

Kimmel

III. So…

1. Trust God – he has a good plan for our 
families (Jeremiah 29:11)

2. Accept Children as they are


3. Seek to have a loving home


4. Be affectionate

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 8:35, 38-39

35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?...38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans t prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” 
The Christian gospel is that I am so flawed that Jesus had to die for me, yet I am so loved and valued and that Jesus was glad to die for me

Grace-Based Parenting II

I. “October Sky”
There is a deep longing in the heart of every child to “make a difference.”  They were hard-wired by God to want to do more than take up space and suck up air.  They weren’t born to be common denominators or mere faces in the crowd






Kimmel

II. A Significant Purpose (Jeremiah 29:11)

1. children feel significant when they are 
regularly affirmed (Hebrews 3:13)



* Catch them doing things right


* Use legitimately praise

* Beware of affirmation killers

2. Children feel significant when they know they have our attention


* Jesus noticed Children (Matthew 18)

* we need to have a working knowledge of    

   our children’s lives 

“if I were important to you, then you would care about the things that are important to me” (“Sasha”, p. 87)

3. Children feel significant when they are gracefully admonished

* They will fail and when they do they  

   need our response rather than our 

   reaction   

Kimmel
III. So…


1. Be intentional / help them hunt for purpose

2. Remember more is caught than taught

3. We matter more to our kids than we realize

4. Pray, pray, pray

Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans t prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” 

Hebrews 3:13

But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called "Today," so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.

Mark 10:13

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it." 16 And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.

Hebrews 12:7-11
Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate children at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had parents who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! 10 Our parents disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

The Christian gospel is that I am so flawed that Jesus had to die for me, yet I am so loved and valued and that Jesus was glad to die for me

      Grace-Based Parenting III

I. Stockdale

“Without hope it is impossible to live a balanced life.  Far worse, without hope, people surrender too soon and die too young… impossible to keep child from self-destructing when they loose hope”




Kimmel

II. The need for strength = Strong Hope ~ Matt. 6:25-34

1. Children develop a strong hope when they know their parents recognize their God-given abilities and liabilities and turn them into assets for their future

“God mad our children as 1 of a kind.  They have great gifts and weaknesses that require them to lean heavily on Him for power and help”   
Kimmel

2. Children develop a strong hope when their parents lead them and encourage them to live a great spiritual adventure

3. children develop a strong hope when their parents help them turn their childhood into a series of positive accomplishments

“grace dictates that we keep achievement goals in context with the children’s bigger role as members of God’s chosen people.







Kimmel

III. So…

1. Raising children isn’t a mathematical formula

2. children need to see parents place their full confidence in the only true God

Matthew 6:25-34

25"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life[?

    28"And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
    Grace-Based Parenting IV

“A home is where life makes up its mind”






Anonymous

I.  Retro-Lightning ~ 1976

II. Delivery systems for God’s Grace


1. The Freedom to be Different

“Teens can be weird, sometimes quirky.  They can do things completely in keeping with their personality but for some reason embarrass us.  If they aren’t sinning, and they are being sensitive to the people around them, just let them live their lives out loud”


Kimmel


2. The Freedom to be Vulnerable

“Jesus makes people feel comfortable even when He catches them without their makeup…there’s no sin too bad, no doubt too big, no question too hard, and no heart too broken for His grace to deal with”





Kimmel


3. The freedom to be Candid



GBP want to create a home where what




Is on the minds of our kids can be




Voiced at dinner without fear



Speak the truth in love


4. The Freedom to make Mistakes

“It makes it a lot easier for children to deal with their sin when you don’t make them feel ashamed for even having a struggle”


Kimmel

III. So…


1. GBP are not perfect and w/o sin and regrets

2. Parent like God does us and no matter what 

they do never write them off


3. Find your strength and hope in christ

1 Samuel 16:7

But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."
1 Peter 5:7

Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
Romans 7:21-25

So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!
Romans 8:38-39

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
